PIAPOT FIRST NATION

General Delivery
Zehner, SK S0G 5K0
Ph: 306.781.4848 Fax:306.781.4853

February 6, 2025
To: The Members of the Piapot First Nation

REe: Piapot First Nation Reserve Lands (Surface) Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J,
and 75T Designation and Amendment of 2019 Designation Documents

On behalf of the Band Council of the Piapot First Nation, we are writing to advise our
membership as to the upcoming vote on the Piapot First Nation Reserve Lands (Surface)
Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J, and 75T Designation and Amendment of 2019
Designation Documents which will be occurring in the weeks ahead.

In the context of the Reserve Lands (Surface) Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J, and 75T
Designation, the reserve lands included in this particular designation involve 19 quarters
of lands located in the rural municipalities of Caledonia and Elmsthorpe. A complete listing
of the legal descriptions associated with the lands are included in Appendix “A” of the
Reserve Lands (Surface) Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J, and 75T Designation
Document.

If approved by the electors, the designation will allow His Majesty the King in Right of
Canada as represented by the Minister of Indigenous Services (Canada), on behalf of the
First Nation, and subject to approval of the band council of the Piapot First Nation, to open
up for leasing purposes the lands identified within the designation for various permitted
purposes including commercial, industrial, retail, recreational, educational, institutional,
agricultural and residential purposes, subject to the terms of the designation document.

Designating the subject properties will allow the lands covered thereby to be made
available for leasing and other forms of development utilizing approved permits, lease
agreements and other agreements as entered into with Canada and third parties including
any entities which are 100% owned and controlled by the Piapot First Nation.

By designating the subject properties for the various purposes outlined in the designation
document, the Piapot First Nation will:

Rl avoid the cost and delay of having to have multiple land designation votes in the
future;



2. have the flexibility to plan and develop, both commercially and economically, the
subject properties covered by the designation;

S be better able to take advantage of opportunities for the economic development of
the subject properties as and when they arise in the future for the benefit of the
Piapot First Nation; and

4. have the ability to actively pursue the long-term leasing and economic
development of the subject properties both internally and with third parties.

Designating the lands for potential future development does not in any way extinguish the
First Nation’s interest in the land nor will it cause any of the lands affected to ever lose
their status as reserve lands for and on behalf of the Piapot First Nation. The designation
vote simply allows the lands to be made available for potential leasing and economic
development on behalf of the First Nation based on the parameters outlined in the
designation document.

The second document to be considered and voted on as part of the referendum process
involves an amendment to the three previous land designation documents which were
approved by the Piapot First Nation in January of 2019 (the “2019 Designations”). These
involved the following three land designations:

a. Piapot Band Designation Document: Reserve Lands (Surface) — Indian
Reserves No. 75, 75E Through and Including 75K, and 75T,

b. Piapot Band Revocation of 2007 Designation and New Designation
Document: Reserve Lands (Surface) — Regina Angus Street; and

c. Piapot Band Designation Document: Pre-reserve Lands (Surface) — RM of
Caledonia.

Included within the 2019 Designations was condition #2 which reads as follows:

“2. Prior to the granting of each and every particular proposed lease pursuant to
this Designation, Council shall hold a meeting of the electors of the First Nation
and provide information as to the proposed lessee, the lease term, and the
essential provisions and conditions of the lease, including a reasonable estimate
of the annual fair market rent that may be proposed to be forgone under that lease,
if the rent is less than fair market rent, and the reason(s) for this. If any other party
will be entitled to receive payment of fair market rent, Council shall inform which
party and under what circumstances the fair market rent shall be paid. Council
shall then seek the consent of the electors to the proposed lease, which consent
shall be obtained pursuant to a vote of the electors present to be conducted by
Council. A vote of 50% plus one vote of the votes cast by the electors in
attendance at the meeting in favour of the grant of the proposed lease shall
constitute consent of the First Nation. The consent obtained pursuant to this
process shall be confirmed by Council by Resolution delivered to the Minister prior
to the granting of the lease.”



In order to facilitate greater economic efficiency for leasing transactions on the designated
lands, the First Nation wishes to remove condition #2 from each of the 2019 Designations.
By removing this condition, the First Nation will be in a better position to address and
respond to economic and leasing opportunities which may arise in the future in respect
of the lands covered by the 2019 Designations, without the risk of potentially losing out
on such opportunities as a result of further processes being required in respect of such
opportunities.

In the information document accompanying the Piapot First Nation Reserve Lands
(Surface) Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J, and 75T Designation and the Amendment
of the 2019 Designations, we describe in detail the nature of the proposed land
designation, the overall purpose of the land designation and amendments and a
description of the potential types of projects that may be undertaken in the future in
respect of the proposed designated lands.

Band Members who are eighteen years of age or older as of the date of the referendum
vote (being March 26, 2025) will be eligible to vote. A mail-in ballot package enclosing the
ballots to be voted on will be mailed to each elector resident off reserve for which the First
Nation has a current address at least forty-two (42) days prior to the conducting of the
referendum vote. Electors who reside on reserve will receive a hand delivered package
that does not include the ballots. On reserve electors can request a mail in ballot package
from the Electoral Officer (Joyce Woolhether) or vote in person at the polling station to be
held on the Piapot First Nation as described below.

If an elector does not receive his or her mail-in ballot package, such person should
immediately contact Joyce Woolhether (the Electoral Officer), Selena Reid or Deverell
Crowe (the Deputy Electoral Officers). The contact information for these individuals is
included in the information document contained within the mail-in ballot package.

Electors may vote in one of three ways:

i firstly, each elector may complete and return the ballots and supporting declaration
enclosed with their package to the Electoral Officer (Joyce Woolhether) by using
the self-addressed stamped envelope enclosed with the referendum materials. As
the mail-in ballots must be received by the Electoral Officer prior to the close of the
polling station on the Voting Date being 8 pm March 26, 2025, we would strongly
encourage all electors who wish to vote by mail-in ballot to have their ballots and
supporting declaration forms completed and returned to the Electoral Officer as
soon as possible;

2, secondly, electors may bring their completed ballots with them or have their ballots
completed at the information meeting described below and delivered to the
Electoral Officer or Deputy Electoral Officers. Additional ballot packages will be
available at the information meeting; or

B: thirdly, electors may attend at the polling station to be held on the Piapot First
Nation on the Voting Date (being March 26, 2025) and cast their ballots personally.



Under Section 39.1 of the indian Act, in order for the proposed Piapot First Nation
Reserve Lands (Surface) Indian Reserves No. 75, 75E, 75J, and 75T Designation and
the Amendment of the 2019 Designation Documents to be considered approved by the
electors, the land designation and amendments must be approved by a majority of those
electors who vote in respect of the land designation and amendments. Each vote is
treated separately in terms of their ballots.

An information meeting concerning the proposed land designation and amendments will
be held at the following date, time and location listed below.

DATE & TIME OF

LOCATION ADBRESS INFORMATION MEETING |
Piapot First Nation Piapot First Nation Community March 24, 2025
P B 1 Hall | commencing at 5:00 pm

At the information meeting, officials on behalf of the First Nation along with legal counsel
will be in attendance and will make presentations consisting of an overview of the
proposed land designation and amendments and will be available to answer any
guestions regarding the proposed land designation and amendments. A complimentary
meal will also be provided to members and their families wishing to attend the information
meeting.

In closing, on behalf of the Piapot First Nation, we would like to take this opportunity to
thank you for your time and consideration and look forward to your participation in this
important designation vote process for our First Nation.

Yours truly,

[ods

c:hieyﬁark Fox ~
Piap®t First Nation
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